[Surgical treatment of cancer of the esophagus and cardia].
The purpose of the present study was to evaluate the results following surgical resection for cancer of the gastro-oesophageal junction. From 1. january 1988 to 1. april 1996 radical resection was intended in 107 patients at the Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery at Odense University Hospital. Resection was possible in 75 patients. The operative mortality was 6.7% insufficiency of the gastro-oesophageal anastomosis was found in 6.7%. Five year survival was 24.1%. However in 52 patients where the resection was found to be radical the five-year survival was 35.3%. The results show that oesophago-gastrectomy could be performed with low mortality and morbidity. Long term survival is still low. To improve the results efforts should be directed toward earlier diagnosis, better selection and minimising post-operative complications.